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2017: A RECORD YEAR
Nearly every program experienced 
record growth in 2017:
• 5,000+ kids participated in our  

Youth Education programs 
• 19,600+ Bike Share trips were 

taken
• 150+ people participated in our 

Adult Education programs 
• 189 donated bikes were given 

away through Earn-A-Bike and 
Bike Club 

• 890+ hours were logged by our 
volunteers 

• 3,000+ people participated in 
BikeWalkKC events and  
activities

• $450,000+ was raised in federal/
foundation grants

East High School Bike Club 
May 2017

From Eric Rogers, BikeWalkKC 
Executive Director 

On behalf of the board and staff of 
BikeWalkKC, I am pleased to present  
this report on our 2017 activities.

2017 was a watershed year for 
BikeWalkKC. Thanks to our supporters, 
members, volunteers, and partners, we 
experienced a record-breaking year 
growing the organization, and impacting 
the quality of life across the Kansas City 
region.  

Our team of professional advocates, 
educators, and planners continues to 
grow, and we have established new and 
exciting partnerships for the future.

Cheers, 
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YOUTH & ADULT EDUCATION

BikeWalkKC is a nationally recognized leader in 
helping communities get more kids walking and 
biking to school, and teaching riding skills and 
confidence to adults.  
 
BLAST (Bike Lesson And Safety Training)
BLAST reached a record 4,846 students at 33 
schools in the KCMO, Grandview, Hickman Mills, KCK, 
Kearney, North Kansas City, Olathe, Park Hill, and 
Shawnee Mission school districts in 2017. 

Altogether, we have served more than 16,000 
students across the Kansas City region.

Bike Club Program Advances
With support from the Menorah Heritage Foundation, 
the Bike Club program expanded into a new school and 
school district in 2017. 

Bike Club participants logged more than 100 miles of 
riding, including a group ride by the East High School 
club to Kansas City, Missouri City Hall to accept a Bike 
Month proclamation and participate in a discussion 
about the new KCMO Bike Plan. Bike Club continues to 
show success, evidenced by more students riding to 
school post-program. 

International Walk to School Day 
On October 4, students from 65 schools 
representing nine school districts across five 
counties participated in International Walk to School 
Day on October 4. BikeWalkKC provides Safe 
Routes to School services, programs, resources, and 
consulting for parents, communities, and schools.

New Program Teaches Kids to Ride
With support from the Mader Foundation, 
BikeWalkKC launched a new “pre-BLAST” program 
designed to teach younger kids how to ride a bike. 
150 students from 10 schools learned this valuable 
skill, and demand for the program is growing. 
Students who participate are equipped with the 
confidence and skills to participate in BikeWalkKC’s 
popular BLAST curriculum upon entering 5th and 
6th grades. 

Students Received More Helmets in 2017
With support from the Oppenstein Brothers 
Foundation and our ongoing partnership with 
Children’s Mercy Kansas City, BikeWalkKC was 
able to provide a record number of helmets to 
youth participating in our Earn-a-Bike and Bike 
Club cohorts this year, increasing the total number 
of donated helmets by 50 percent this year. 
Cumulatively, these partnerships enable us to 
produce healthier and safer road users who choose 
to make active transportation a daily practice.

First-Ever Regional Safe Routes to School Summit
BikeWalkKC launched the first-ever Regional Safe 
Routes to School Summit, held at the Kansas City, 
Kansas Public Schools Central Office on September 
13. More than 85 attendees from across the region 
participated, including teachers, parents, district 
administration, public health experts, elected 
officials, and community partners. Topics ranged 
from policy, to programs, to funding, and data 
collection. The Summit will now be a biennial event. 
We are grateful to our Summit sponsors: Hallmark 
Family Foundation, Children’s Mercy’s Center for 
Children’s Healthy Lifestyles and Nutrition, and the 
Mid-America Regional Council (MARC). 
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SPOTLIGHT: BIKEWALKKC 
SELECTED FOR NATIONAL GRANT
In 2017, the Aetna Foundation selected  

BikeWalkKC as one of 25 nonprofit organiza-

tions in 14 states for its Healthy Communities  

Initiative. This initiative is designed to  

address critical factors that impact social 

determinants of health.

Through the 18-month project, BikeWalkKC 

will work with its evaluation partners,  

Children’s Mercy Kansas City, to deliver youth 

education at four elementary schools, as well 

as hands-on built environment interventions 

to improve community health in the historic 

Northeast KCMO neighborhood.  

This grant will enable BikeWalkKC to lay the 

groundwork for more effective programming, 

increased community partnerships, and  

improved evaluation across the entire region 

in the future.

“The Aetna Foundation is committed to addressing the 
social determinants of health in order to reduce health 
disparities. By identifying community-specific challenges, 
and unique ways to combat them, this year’s grantees are 
a shining example of organizations who strive to make a 
measurable and positive local health impact. We are  
honored to contribute towards the great work they are  
doing in pursuit of health equity.”  
- Garth Graham, President, Aetna Foundation

Safe Routes to School Summit, 
September 13, 2017
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SPOTLIGHT: 
EMERSON FAMILY EARN-A-BIKE

During a week-long Family Earn-a-Bike program 
at Emerson Elementary in Kansas City, Kansas last 
November, students and guardians worked together 
learning basic maintenance techniques, practicing 
their bike handling skills and riding together.  
In all, 16 students and 14 parents earned bikes and 
KCK gained 30 new cyclists.

Emerson’s School Family Community Specialist, 
Lusia Requenes, says, “At Emerson we believe there 
is a great correlation between physical activity and 
success in every area of our growing students. 

“Earn-a-Bike provided the opportunity for families 
to learn and bond with each other. It also helped 
promote physical activity, safety and healthy living 
within our school and community. This program  
encouraged leadership and advocacy in working  
together for better sidewalks, streets, bicycle lanes 
and parks. Instructors were very caring, laid back, 
knowledgeable and passionate. We are very  
appreciative of your hard work and hope to continue 
offering this program each year.” 

VOICES OF OUR CHAMPIONS: “By the end of the program, I have students who visibly walk tall-
er, speak clearer and feel more self-empowered as a result of the BLAST program. This program 
literally can change your students’ lives and provide the self-confidence they need to be capable 
learners and productive citizens.” - Lindy Binns, PE teacher, Emerson Elementary
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ADVOCACY

BikeWalkKC staff, members, and volunteers truly impacted 
the region’s infrastructure this year, with major bicycle 
and pedestrian wins including new bike lanes, a Complete 
Streets ordinance, new bike/ped master plans, and trail 
improvements. 

KCMO Adopts Complete Streets Ordinance
In an historic move, the KCMO City Council unanimously 
passed a Complete Streets Ordinance on Dec 14. Not only 
did all 12 councilmembers and the mayor vote to pass the 
ordinance, it was co-sponsored by all of them as well.

This ordinance is crucial: it institutionalizes the practice of 
building streets for all modes of travel regardless of age or 
ability, applying solutions that address systemic inequities.

The ordinance came about after a nearly year-long 
effort by the city’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory 
Committee, city staff, and the Complete KC Coalition. 
The Complete KC Coalition was founded by BikeWalkKC, 
the American Heart Association, and KC Healthy Kids, 
and grew to include dozens of community organizations 
and individuals. Through collective advocacy, Complete 
Streets will soon be a reality across the region. 

Complete KC conducted a Stakeholder Convening at 
the Kauffman Foundation on October 6. This convening 
brought together transit professionals, community 
and health agencies,  urban planners, civic leaders, 
environmental experts, and advocates to share and learn 
about best practices related to Complete Streets. The 
keynote was Charles Brown, senior researcher with the 
Alan M. Voorhees Transportation Center and adjunct 
professor at Rutgers University.

Complete KC Stakeholder Participants
• 20 / 20 / 20 Movement
• AARP-Kansas City
• American Diabetes Association
• American Heart Association
• Armour Hills Neighborhood Association
• BikeWalkKC
• Black Healthcare Coalition
• Black Men Run - Kansas City 
• BNIM
• Bridging the Gap
• Children’s Mercy Kansas City Center for Childhood Safety
• Children’s Mercy Kansas City Center for Children’s 

Healthy Lifestyles and Nutrition
• City of Kansas City, MO Health Department
• City of Kansas City, MO Planning & Development
• The Giving Grove
• Great Circle
• Health Care Foundation of Greater Kansas City
• Humana
• Ivanhoe Neighborhood Council
• Johnson County Department of Health & Environment
• Kansas City Direct Primary Care
• Kansas Department of Health
• Lincoln University
• LISC of Greater Kansas City
• MainCor
• Mid-America Regional Council
• Shockey Consulting Services
• Tico Sports
• University of Missouri Extension
• University of Missouri-Kansas City Center for 

Neighborhoods
• University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Medicine
• University of Missouri-Kansas City Urban Studies
• U.S. Department of Health & Human Services
• U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development

Complete KC Coalition Members at the 
Complete Streets Ordinance adoption, December 14
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VOICES OF OUR CHAMPIONS: “As an elected official and policy maker, BikeWalkKC is an invalu-
able community partner. During the past year Kansas City made tremendous improvements to 
our city’s walkability and bikability and we laid the groundwork for a more connected, accessible 
city. This progress was made possible thanks to BikeWalkKC’s advocacy, education and communi-
ty planning. BikeWalkKC’s staff and volunteers provide policy solutions and comprehensive prob-
lem solving that includes identification of best practices, draft legislation, community engage-
ment and legislative advocacy. Their hard work has produced tangible results and I look forward 
to working with BikeWalkKC to continue our incredible momentum.”  
- Jolie Justus, KCMO City Council, 4th District

Bike Lanes on Grand Celebration 
October 13, 2017

KCMO Bike Plan Overhaul and New Bike Lanes
Two years ago, the City of Kansas City’s auditor released a scathing audit of the city’s bike plan. In the months that 
followed, the city worked to develop a new bicycle master plan that established a clear vision for bicycling in Kansas 
City, set specific goals and strategies, prioritized projects and project areas for the future, and addressed funding 
and programmatic elements. BikeWalkKC assisted with those efforts by developing recommendations, engaging with 
the community, and leading research on bicycle demand.

A key outcome of that partnership was the creation of a Bicycle Demand Analysis report by BikeWalkKC. The report 
demonstrated that high demand areas have several outstanding factors, including a number of potential destinations, 
high population densities, and a diverse mix of uses. Most of these sites can be found in Kansas City’s urban core.

In 2017, long-delayed painted bike lanes were installed on one of the city’s major arteries: Grand Boulevard. These 
lanes connect with an important east/west connector, 20th Street and Southwest Boulevard. BikeWalkKC and our 
partner organizations worked tirelessly to finally get this project over the finish line. In 2018, major bikeway projects 
are set to be implemented on Paseo Boulevard, Lexington Avenue, and Armour Boulevard.
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KCMO Sidewalk Policy
The City has adopted a new sidewalk maintenance 
process that will phase in a strategic, systematic ap-
proach over the course of the next two to three years. 
This is part of BikeWalkKC’s efforts to bring about real 
change to the City’s sidewalk policy.

The first phase of this new process will clear the back-
log of citizen requests for sidewalk maintenance prior 
to 2017, some of which go as far back as 2008. Under 
the new approach, crews will not only inspect the 
report sidewalks, but will also assess the conditions of 
sidewalks along the entire block length on both sides 
of the street.

Through this process, the City has identified $7 mil-
lion for FY 2017-18 in sidewalk improvement projects 
including:
• $4.1 million in spot repairs between the Missouri 

River and 85th Street
• $1.5 million in ADA ramps
• $1.4 million in full block replacements between the 

Missouri River and 85th Street

After clearing the backlog of sidewalk maintenance re-
quests within the next year or two, the City will switch 
gears to repair sidewalks in a more proactive way, 
based on a pedestrian network analysis as opposed 
to citizen requests for repair. While this analysis is still 
forthcoming, BikeWalkKC is working to ensure that 
overall sidewalk maintenance is equitable and provides 
critical connectivity to public transportation, schools, 
and other daily necessities.

SPOTLIGHT: OVERLAND PARK IMPLEMENTS MASTER PLAN
In 2017, the City of Overland Park made major progress on its Bicycle Master Plan. These in-

cluded key bike/ped improvements on 143rd and 159th Streets, as well as projects along Lamar, 

Lowell, Grant, Grandview, and 99th Terrace. Coming up in 2018, the City plans to implement  

30 miles of bike routes, covering most of Overland Park north of I-435 with a mix of on-street 

bike lanes and sharrows. In addition, Metcalf Avenue will see new bike lanes and a sidepath 

trail, and Quivira Road will be built out to include five-foot shoulders and a sidepath trail.

The city’s Public Works Department also released data and metrics on the plan - likely the most 

comprehensive bicycle data set of any municipality in the KC metro. This data analyzed crashes 

and safety, an automobile speed study, citizen satisfaction survey, and bike counts.

Altogether, the total count of people biking in Overland Park is up 20% from 2016.
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PROGRESS ON REGIONAL TRAILS 

Kaw Point Connector Trail
The Unified Government, in cooperation with Friends 
of Kaw Point and Kansas City River Trails, Inc. received 
funding to a new trail segment that connects the Kaw 
Point Park to the Riverfront Heritage Trail. This fully 
accessible fifteen-mile bicycle and pedestrian trail along 
the riverfront winds through some of the most historic 
parts of bi-state Kansas City. 

Years in the making, the new connector trail provides safe 
and convenient access to the confluence of the Missouri 
and Kansas Rivers. This project happened because of the 
many advocates who called, mailed, emailed, and visited 
with UG Commissioners, showing strong public support.

Rock Island Rail Corridor
Jackson County, MO’s Rock Island Rail Authority kicked 
off construction of the first phase of the Rock Island 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Path, which will ultimately connect 
to the 240-mile Katy Trail across the state. Connecting 
Kansas City to the Katy Trail State Park is part of 
BikeWalkKC’s 10 Year Vision for Greater Kansas City. We 
are working with many public and private stakeholders to 
achieve the western end of the vision to extend the Katy 
Trail from border to border across Missouri.

The first phase of the trail between the Truman Sports 
Complex and View High Drive is set to open in 2018. The 
trail will also connect with other local trails including:
• Brush Creek Trail to the Country Club Plaza
• Blue River Trail, planned to stretch to the MO River
• The Riverfront Heritage Trail

BikeWalkKC teamed up with the Rock Island Rail 
Authority for a special Bike to the Royals event on August 
20, where Jackson County staff previewed important 
points of interest that will be a part of the Rock Island 
Trail. The ride departed from the Kauffman Gardens near 
the Plaza, and traveled mostly along the Brush Creek Trail 
and the Cleaver/Van Brunt Trail. Nearly 40 riders gained 
sneak peeks of how the Rock Island Trail will interact with 
the Stadium Complex, and enjoyed free bike parking at 
the 3rd base gate. 

SPOTLIGHT: NORTH KANSAS CITY 
COMPLETE STREET: ARMOUR 
The City of North Kansas City is planning 

a Complete Streets makeover of Armour 

Road, improving conditions for residents 

and visitors who walk and bike in the  

community. BikeWalkKC served on the 

steering committee advising the city. In 

September, the City transformed the street 

with a pop-up parklet, decorative cross-

walks, and temporary bike lanes so people 

could experience the plan in person. Stake-

holders also contributed via an online poll. 

Work on the project is scheduled for 2018.

Bike to the Royals participants, 
August 20
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SPOTLIGHT: OVERLAND PARK IMPLEMENTS MASTER PLAN
In 2017, the City of Overland Park made major prgress on its Bicycle Master Plan. These includ-

ed key bike/ped improvements on 143rd and 159th Streets, as well as projects along Lamar, 

Lowell, Grant, Grandview, and 99th Terrace. Coming up in 2018, the City plans to implement  

30 miles of bike routes, covering most of Overland Park north of I-435 with a mix of on-street 

bike lanes and sharrows. In addition, Metcalf Avenue will see new bikelanes and a sidepath trail, 

and Quivira Road will be built out to include five-foot shoulders and a sidepath trail.

The City’s Public Works Department also released data and metrics on the plan - likely the 

most comprehensive bicycle data set of any municipality in the KC metro. This data analyzed 

crashes and safety, an automobile speed study, citizen satisfaction survey, and bike counts.

Altogether, the total count of people biking in Overland Park is up 20% from 2016.

 

Adult Education and Transportation Equity
With the support of a two-year grant from the Healthcare 
Foundation of Greater Kansas City, BikeWalkKC 
conducted adult education programs in partnership with 
four important partners in 2017:

• Artists Helping the Homeless
• Amethyst Place
• Rosedale Development Association
• Hope Faith Ministries

Artists Helping the Homeless
Artists Helping the Homeless takes on some of the 
most challenging clients within the chronic homeless 
population, providing short- and long-term needs. We 
partnered with them to provide our Earn-a-Bike training. 
Five individuals successfully completed the program and 
received a bike, lock, helmet, and light set to utilize for 
transportation.

Amethyst Place
Amethyst Place provides transitional housing and therapy 
for women in recovery and their children. We partnered 
with them to provide bicycle maintenance to 12 residents, 
who are now equipped to help maintain Amethyst Place’s 
fleet of kids’ bikes. 

Rosedale Development Association (RDA)
RDA works to increase investment, promote health equity, 
improve infrastructure, and work with community partners 
in the Rosedale area of KCK/Wyandotte County. In May, 
we hosted a Bike Month Earn-a-Bike workshop where nine 
individuals received bicycles and helmets and in June 2017 
to host a family bicycle safety course at the Belrose Manor 
apartment complex in Rosedale. 

Hope Faith Ministries
Hope Faith Ministries (HFM) is a day center that provides 
services and resources for homeless and at-risk men, 
women and children in Kansas City. This population relies 
the most on biking and walking as their primary means 
of transportation, yet faces difficult challenges like limited 
access to affordable, working bikes and limited access 
to education and resources about bicycle safety and 
maintenance skills. 

BikeWalkKC began working with HFM in 2016, during 
the first year of the Healthcare Foundation grant, to 
provide educational programming for their clients. Since 
then, HFM and BikeWalkKC have partnered to transform 
a space at the shelter into a permanent bike shop. The 
shop, named Bike+Works, is Kansas City’s first homeless-
operated bicycle space, focused on helping individuals 
experiencing homelessness overcome transportation 
barriers that prevent access to employment, education, 
and life-changing opportunities. 

Furthermore, BikeWalkKC and HFM teamed up to offer 
our first-ever apprenticeship program. We train HFM 
clients to become bike mechanics and repair community 
members’ bikes at Bike+Works, and our first apprentice, 
Kevin, graduated in November. 

We look forward to continuing to work with these and 
other community partners to improve transportation 
inequity outcomes for communities of concern across the 
region. 

Kevin at work in the 
Bike+Works ShopVOICES OF OUR CHAMPIONS: “Hope Faith Ministries 

works to remove the barriers that trap individuals in 
cycles of homelessness and poverty. One of the  
major barriers people experiencing homelessness are 
challenged with is access to transportation. When we 
examined the need for bicycles as a critical transpor-
tation solution, it was only appropriate to reach out to 
BikeWalkKC, the only organization in Kansas City that 
could provide the right critical technical guidance and 
advocacy. 

“BikeWalkKC has been instrumental in providing the 
hands on framework for adult earn-a-bike programs 
and a pilot bike mechanic apprenticeship program. 
Their support has allowed us to restore and distribute 
bikes to over 80 individuals in need which has led to 
better employment opportunities, access to resources, 
and improved mobility.” - Alfredo Palacol, Develoment 
Coordinator, Hope Faith Ministries
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EVENTS

We hosted a variety of events in the past year, from social 
happy hours to bike rides. All of our events share the goals 
of the 4 M’s: mission, membership, money, and marketing.

Handlebar Happy Hours
Our popular quarterly gatherings grew with new faces and 
new partners, including The Bar, Boulevard, Breit’s Stein & 
Deli, Chicken N Pickle, and The Foundry. 

Tweed Ride
The 8th annual, family-friendly cruise through the historic 
Northeast was held in November. Riders dressed in 
their finest tweed, wool, and argyle and rode their most 
luxurious vintage bikes. The ride ended with a picnic and 
entertainment at the historic Colonnade in Kessler Park.

New Belgium Tour de Fat
New Belgium Brewing Company, based in Fort Collins, 
Colorado, expanded the Tour de Fat to 33 cities, including 
Kansas City, in 2017. The Kansas City event was held on 
August 12 at CrossroadsKC. It featured a concert by Atlas 
Genius, entertainment by Moon Drop Circus and the Tour 
de Fat ensemble performers, and a costume contest. The 
event raised $10,000 to support BikeWalkKC.

Tour de Bier KC
The 7th Annual Tour de Bier KC was held in May, providing 
a point to point bicycle tour of KC’s breweries, historic 
brewing landmarks, and other breweriana. Nearly 1,000 
riders rode past a variety of Kansas City breweries both 
past and present, and sampled beers from a variety of 
local breweries.

2017 Event and Membership Partners and Sponsors 
90.9 The Bridge
AARP
Alamo Drafthouse
Banjo Creative
Bar Method
The Bar on Johnson Drive
Bier Station
Big Rip Brewery
Bike Law of Kansas & Missouri
BikeMS
Boulevard Brewing Company
Breit’s Stein & Deli
Brewery Emperial
Chicken N Pickle
Cinder Block Brewery
City of Mission
Costco
Crane Brewing
CrossroadsKC
CyclingKC
Deschutes Brewery
Erik’s Bike & Board
Family Bicycles
Fast Signs
The Foundry
Funkier Jerseys
City of Kansas City-Neighborhood  
  Tourist Development Fund
Eleos Coffee
Erik’s Bike & Board
Green Room Burgers & Beer
Hagoyah Yoga
Hallmark Corporate Foundation
Head for the Cure
Icicle Cycle
INK/Middle of the Map Festival

Jerusalem Cafe
Kansas City Parks & Recreation
Kansas City Port Authority
Kansas City Public Library
KC Beer Blog
KC Bier Company 
KC Sporting Events
Kid on the Mountain
Knuckleheads Saloon
Lamar’s
The Local Pig
Maker Village KC
Moon Drop Circus
Mother Earth Coffee
Mpress
New Belgium Brewing Company
Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art
Onelife Fitness
Pie Hole
The Pitch
Road ID
Rosedale Development Assoc.
Screenland Armour
Shook, Hardy & Bacon
Soli
SPIN! Pizza
Spokes Cafe & Cyclery
The Sundry
Taddihogg
Tallgrass Brewing Co.
Torn Label
The Trek Store
Velo+
Velo Garage & Tap House
Yelp

SPOTLIGHT: WOMEN BIKE KC
The Women Bike KC Initiative provided opportunities for women and others to gather for 
fun, fitness, and learning, including women-only Confident City Cycling training; bike to yoga 
events at St. John’s Park, Loose Park, and Velo Garage & Tap House; fitness events at The 
Bar Method and Onelife Fitness; a lunch ride to Spokes Cafe & Cyclery; and commuter coffee 
stops. These events help support the initiative’s goal of providing activities that support 
getting more women and girls on bikes.
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SPOTLIGHT: OVERLAND PARK IMPLEMENTS MASTER PLAN
In 2017, the City of Overland Park made major prgress on its Bicycle Master Plan. These includ-

ed key bike/ped improvements on 143rd and 159th Streets, as well as projects along Lamar, 

Lowell, Grant, Grandview, and 99th Terrace. Coming up in 2018, the City plans to implement  

30 miles of bike routes, covering most of Overland Park north of I-435 with a mix of on-street 

bike lanes and sharrows. In addition, Metcalf Avenue will see new bikelanes and a sidepath trail, 

and Quivira Road will be built out to include five-foot shoulders and a sidepath trail.

The City’s Public Works Department also released data and metrics on the plan - likely the 

most comprehensive bicycle data set of any municipality in the KC metro. This data analyzed 

crashes and safety, an automobile speed study, citizen satisfaction survey, and bike counts.

Altogether, the total count of people biking in Overland Park is up 20% from 2016.

 

COMMUNITY PLANNING 
At BikeWalkKC, we recognize how important it is to 
engage communities and decision-makers early in the 
planning process.  Our mission is most successful if we can 
bring good ideas and important voices to the table while 
policies and plans are being developed. Some of our 2017 
efforts included:  

MARC Green Infrastructure Strategy
BikeWalkKC assisted the Mid America Regional Council 
(MARC) with the development of the first and second 
phases of a Regional Green Infrastructure Strategy.  
Phase 1 of this work used existing data and plans to 
identify opportunities for implementation of integrated 
green infrastructure solutions to link multiple human, 
natural, and economic benefits. The second phase 
included the development of a regional playbook for 
green infrastructure projects, as well as a competitive 
call for entries for technical assistance.  Throughout this 
work, BikeWalkKC focused on the connections between 
transportation, environment, and human capacity, 
including mapping of regional transportation investments 
and their impacts on areas of high ecological importance.

Fairmount Business District
BikeWalkKC helped our project partners and the City of 
Independence to develop recommendations to improve 
Highway 24 through the Fairmount District.  These 
recommendations included traffic calming features, safer 
intersections, enhancements to the pedestrian experience 
and public spaces for adjacent businesses, as well as 
protected bicycle facilities that link to regional trails and 
other nearby destinations.

Mission Road Diet Guide
Through a partnership with LiveWell Johnson County 
and the Johnson County Department of Health and 
Environment, BikeWalkKC provided the City of Mission a 
Road Diet Guide with national research and best-practice 
case studies for a range of traffic calming strategies, 
including a reduction in travel lanes.  

The Road Diet Guide explains how road diets work and 
where they are appropriate. The Guide also provides 
information on the impacts of road diets to safety, traffic 
operations, and business revenues.  The guide can serve 
as useful tool for any community looking for ways to make 
their streets safe and functional for all users.

Roeland Park Sidewalk & Bicycle Infrastructure Strategy
As part of the LiveWell Johnson County program, in 
partnership with the Johnson County Department of 
Health and Environment and the City of Roeland Park, 
BikeWalkKC undertook a review of Roeland Park’s 
Sidewalk Improvement Plan and made recommendations 
on project priorities to create a network of safe and 
comfortable pedestrian and bicycle connections 
throughout the City.  

This work included a guide for intersection improvements 
that the city can implement easily outside of the formal 
capital improvement program.

The consulting team provides a variety of renderings, guides, GIS mapping, and other data for clients’ consideration.
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SPOTLIGHT: WOMEN BIKE KC
The Women Bike KC Initiative provided opportunities for women and others to gather for 
fun, fitness, and learning, including women-only Confident City Cycling training; bike to yoga 
events at St. John’s Park, Loose Park, and Velo Garage & Tap House; fitness events at The 
Bar Method and Onelife Fitness; a lunch ride to Spokes Cafe & Cyclery; and commuter coffee 
stops. These events help support the initiative’s goal of providing activities that support 
getting more women and girls on bikes.

Looking Ahead: Projects in 2018

47th Street Complete Street Plan: Westwood, Roeland Park, KCK 
BikeWalkKC is working with the City of Westwood, Roeland Park, 
and the Unified Government to implement a road diet and complete 
street improvements on 47th Street, as well as other pedestrian 
improvements in the City of Westwood.

Olathe Bike Share Implementation Strategy
BikeWalkKC is assisting the City of Olathe with a bike share feasibility 
analysis that will analyze the potential for bike share operations 
in Olathe, the connections to the regional bike share system, and 
opportunities for project implementation.

Truman Road Complete Street Plan
BikeWalkKC is assisting the City of Kansas City, Missouri with a road 
diet and complete street design for Truman Road.

Northeast Area Master Plan
BikeWalkKC is assisting the Unified Government of Kansas City, Kansas 
and Wyandotte County with planning for the Northeast area including 
neighborhoods around Quindaro Boulevard, Parallel Parkway, and the 
Fairfax Industrial area. BikeWalkKC’s work will focus on connecting 
transportation planning to community priorities for health, safety, 
access to opportunity, and quality of life.

Bicycle Policy and Educational Materials
BikeWalkKC is working with North Kansas City to review its bicycle 
codes and policies, and to identify best practice codes and policies to 
incorporate into its municipal code and long-term planning.  In addition, 
BikeWalkKC is helping North Kansas City develop educational materials 
that provide information about new bicycle infrastructure and general 
guidance for cyclists, motorists, and everyone about how to safely 
interact on North Kansas City Streets.

CONSULTING & PLANNING SERVICES

BikeWalkKC provides a wide range of planning, technical 
assistance, advocacy, education, programming, and other 
services. Through these services we seek to raise the bar 
for policy, design, and project implementation across the 
region. Our services include:

• Bike Route and Trail Planning
• Complete Street Design and Policy
• Bike Share Planning
• Safe Routes to School Planning
• Bike Education for Transportation Professionals
• Public Education Programs
• Regional Encouragement Programs
• Bicycle Friendly America Program Assistance 

The consulting team provides a variety of renderings, guides, GIS mapping, and other data for clients’ consideration.
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BIKE SHARE/KANSAS CITY BCYCLE
2017 was another record year for our flagship bike
share program, including eight exciting new station
locations, and the addition of 80 brand new bikes:

Mobank Sponsors 2.0 Fleet
BikeWalkKC partnered with Mobank for a special
one-year sponsorship of its fleet of new, high-visibility
orange 2.0 BCycles in 2017.

These 80 bikes feature integrated cabling and three-
speed shifting, and they are lighter and easier to manue-
ver. The bikes rolled out at Mobank’s company meeting 
in May. More than 70 volunteers participated in a “build 
party” at El Torreon to assemble the new fleet.

North Kansas City Installs Three Stations
The City of North Kansas City approved the funding and
installation of three bike share stations - the first ever
north of the river.

These stations will complement and benefit from several
new bike routes underway in the city, including the
region’s first two-way cycletrack on Burlington Road.
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90.9 The Bridge
BLC Law
Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Kansas City
Boulevard Brewing Company*
Buttonwood Financial Group*
City of Kansas City, MO*
Crown Center
Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation*
Family Bicycles
The Fontaine Hotel
Health Care Foundation of  
  Greater Kansas City 
Hotel Sorella
INK/Middle of the Map Festival
Jackson County, MO*
Jackson County Parks + Rec
Kansas City Art Institute*

Kansas City Area Transportation Authority
Mid-America Regional Council
Mobank
Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art*
Office Port
The Pitch
Plaza 209*
Plaza Animal Clinic
Rainen Companies, LLC* 
Spencer Fane
Union Station
University of Missouri-Kansas City

* Indicates BCycle station sponsor     
 

VOICES OF OUR CHAMPIONS: “When I work festival days at the Nelson-Atkins, it’s great to just 
check out a bike at the BCycle station near my house and ride it to the museum. It’s so much 
easier than driving – I avoid the extra traffic and don’t have to worry about parking.” 
- Angela Pritchett, Digital Marketing Coordinator, Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art 

2017 Kansas City BCycle Sponsors & Partners
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Bike Share Comes to Longview Lake
Jackson County Parks + Rec spearheaded the 
installation of the first stand-alone park based station,  
at Longview Lake. 

The largest and one of the most popular parks in 
Jackson County, Longview Lake’s station quickly 
grew to become one of the most popular and highest 
performing stations since its installation in August. It 
includes a tricycle for those who may have balance 
issues but still wish to ride at the park.

Park visitors enjoy riding along the park’s paved 
recreation trail, which provides up to 11 miles of out-and-
back recreation.

“We’re really excited to get this first location kicked off 
and I think it is a great jumping off point for all parks in 
the region to get better access to trails for anyone who 
wants to get out there and live an active, healthy, fun, 
green lifestyle,” says BikeWalkKC’s Bike Share Director, 
Eric Vaughan.

For more information about bringing bike share to 
your business or neighborhood, please visit 
www.kc.bcycle.com.

STORIES FROM OUR CHAMPIONS: “In August of this year, Jackson County Parks + Rec part-
nered with Kansas City BCycle for the first Bike Share station to be installed in our parks on the 
popular Longview Lake Trail.  In just four months, the Longview Bike Station became the region’s 
top performer.  We are thrilled with the success of the Longview Bike Station, and look forward 
to expanding our partnership with KC BCycle throughout our County Park System for the fun and 
fitness of our patrons.”  - Michele Newman, Director, Jackson County Parks + Rec

New Station Locations in 2018:

• 4th and Wyandotte in the River Market
• 4th and Delaware in the River Market
• Armour Boulevard and Main Street  

in midtown
• 39th and State Line near  

KU Medical Center
• 39th and Roanoke in the 39th Street 

Corridor
• 51st and Holmes on the UMKC campus
• Longview Lake (Shelter #14)
• 32nd and Gillham Road at BikeWalkKC
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1,884
followers

230
bikes

470
docks

19,606
trips

93,601 miles ridden

2,993
followers

14,494
memberships

sold

993
followers

2,456
subscribers

41
stations

Thanks to our 28 sponsors & partners!
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2017 VOLUNTEERS
Josh Albarelli
David Anderson
Patty Ardis
John Arnett
Eric Baake
Cynthia Bernauer
Russ Bettendorf
Sharenda Birts
Joe Blankenship
Josh Boehm
Tracy Bontrager
Josh Booth
Faith Brennan
Janee Brooks
Carol Buchanan
Grant Burcham
Bryce Buster
Carly Cadena
Anne Cameron
Chris Campbell
JJ Cantrell
Aidon Cantrell
Sara Copeland
Jeff Curran
James Currans
Jake Davidson
Matt Davis
Thomas Deacy
Todd Dicus
Jeff Doering
Abhishek Dutt
David Dye
Janet Dye
Jason Eaton
Natalie Enneking

Eric Ervin
Reb Ettien
Noel Fallon
Susan Fischer
Jay Fleer
Elizabeth Freundorfer
Adam Frits
Dylan Galloway
Jessica Gamarra
Mary Gerend 
Tom Gerend
Sarah Glavin
Julian Gonzalez
Karita Gorantla
Katie Green
Mark Green
Sam Green
Karen Griffin
KE Griffin
Maggi Hacker
Karen Hansen
Scott Harris
Eric Helm
Mary L. Herring
Delvin Higginson
Jonathan Hoflander
Jen Houston
Crystal Howe
Steven Hultgren
Coletta Hummel
Lena Hummel
Sarah Israel
Quincy Jennings
Raissa Johnson
Ben Jones

Linda Jones
Ruth Jones
Sam Jones
Andrew Killen
Bill Kirkpatrick
Michael Knapp
Jeff Koetting
Thomas Laporta
Ben Larson
Laura Lavallee
Linda Laurence
Emily Lecuyer
Steve Lee
Daniel Meeker
Helene Miller
Mikaela Miller
Shane Mincy 
Jennifer Mitchell
Lydia Mitchelson
John Mocella
Maren Morefield
Tom Mullender
Julie Nelson Meers
Debbie Niemann
Erich Oberle
Robert Omer
Kelly Pachowicz
Eliza Phillips
Jeff Phillips
Rosie Phillips  
Mike Pickett
Felicity Pino
Beth Pittman
Vance Preman 
John Prest

Bryan Redel
Steve Schafer
Mandy Sharp
Jesse Slay
David Smith
Mariah Smith
Scott Spilky
Joshua Stadler
Greg Stead
Jacinta Stecklein
Velmir Stefanovic
JulieAnn Stover
Paul Stover
John Sullivan
Blair Sundhausen
Leslie Swank-Hart
Christopher Teichmann
Bill Thomas
CT Thongklin
Mark Thornberry
Julie Trotter
John Tush
Christy Ubelaker
David Valdiviezo
Benjamin  
  Vanlandingham 
Kathy West
Cheryl Westra
Emily Wilkinson 
Cecilia Wilborn
Mark Wilborn
Matthew Vandermolen
Annamarie Weddle
Matthew Westra
Tom Worker-Braddock

VOICES FROM OUR CHAMPIONS: “After rediscovering  
biking as an adult, I quickly realized the importance and 
need for infrastructure and education to support biking and 
walking. When I moved back to the Kansas City area, I  
immediately sought out biking events and organizations.  
That is when I found BikeWalkKC and I attended my first 
event within weeks.  

“The Women’s Bike Summit was my first experience with 
BikeWalkKC; I was so impressed with the passion, progress, 
and community that they were creating that I knew I wanted 
to get more involved.  Shortly after the summit, I received 
an email call for board members. I excitedly applied that day 
and nearly 5 years later, I still enjoy serving on the board 
and participating in as many events as possible as either a 
rider or a volunteer.” - Amanda Grimes, BikeWalkKC board 
member and UMKC faculty member



19

BIKEWALKKC 2017 
FINANCIALS

Contributions 
& Public 
Support 

26%

BikeShare 
User Fees

8%

Special Events
6%

Government 
Grants & 
Contracts 

42%

Consulting & 
Earned 
Income 

18%

Miscellaneous

1%

2017 REVENUE

Fundraising & 
Membership 

4% Special Events

6%

Operational

27%

Other Expenses

3%

Consulting & Earned Income 
12%

BikeShare 
Operations 

16%

Government 
Grants & 
Contracts 

31%

2017 EXPENSE
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2017 FUNDERS & MAJOR DONORS

2017 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Doug Washington, Chair
TriCom Technical Services

Amanda Grimes, Bike Share  
Board Chair
University of Missouri-Kansas City

Lesley Pories, Vice-Chair 
Water.org

Paul Martin, Secretary
A. Zahner Co. 

Steve Renz, Treasurer
Merrill Lynch

Ryan Adams
Cityscape Residential

Lawrence Andre
The Why Inside

Ruth Anne French-Hodson
Shook, Hardy & Bacon, LLP

David Garrett *
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 
Kansas City

Molly Gosnell
US Army Corps of Engineers

Tyler Henson *
JE Dunn

John Jespersen 
Buttonwood Financial Group

Andy Olson *
Hallmark Cards

Steve Rhoades *
Vireo

Brad Satterwhite *
KEM Studio 

Malenda Shahane
UMB Bank

Barbara Thomas *
American Jazz Museum

Rick Usher
City of Kansas City

Dan Walsh *
Spokes Cafe & Cyclery

* Term ended in June 2017

BikeWalkKC 
3269 Gillham Road 

Kansas City, MO 64109 

The Aetna Foundation
Steve Betzold
Leanne Breiby
Chris & Karen Campbell
Jordan Carlson
Brent Castillo
Allen Chestnut
City of Kansas City, MO 
Thomas Deacy
Andrew Deufel
David Doyle
Robert Ebel
Ruth Anne French-Hodson  
  and Jake Hodson
Molly Gosnell
Amanda Grimes
Hallmark Corporate  
  Foundation
Tom & Carol Handley
Healthcare Foundation of  
  Greater Kansas City
George Helmkamp
Jackson County, MO
Johnson County, KS

Ryan Jones
Jolie Justus
Kansas City Area 
   Transportation Authority 
Kansas City Power & Light
Kansas Health Foundation
Ewing Marion Kauffman 
  Foundation
Mary Kenady 
Rita Killen
Ed & Mary Kraemer
Erika Kuhr
The Edward G. and Kathryn E. 
  Mader Foundation
Greg Madison
Paul & Dottie Martin
John & Leslie McClaflin
Menorah Heritage Foundation
Mid-America Regional Council
Jesse Miguel
Paul Mohr
Marcus Mountjoy
Carol Nielsen
Tim Oberle

Andy Olson 
Oppenstein Brothers  
  Foundation
Stanley Pearson
Platte County Parks & 
  Recreation
Lesley Pories
Steve Renz
Cheryl Ricke
Eric Rogers
Bob & Charlotte Ronan
Marianne Ronan
Verlan & Gladys Rumbaugh
Christian Sinclair
Kite Singleton
Sloop Dental
Michele Souder
Paul & JulieAnn Stover 
Unified Government of 
  Wyandotte County 
  and Kansas City, KS
Debra Wood
Matthew Woody

(816) 205-7056
www.bikewalkkc.org 
#bikewalkkc @bikewalkkc


