
Community Priorities & Concerns

47th Street is wide with relatively little traffic at most times.  
There are also no signals or stop signs for the 1/2 mile between 
Mission Road and Rainbow Boulevard.  This leads to to fast 
moving traffic, difficult crossings for drivers and pedestrians, 
and uncomfortable sidewalks.

Signalized crossings of 47th Street are located 1/2 mile apart at 
Mission Road and Rainbow Boulevard.  In between, fast traffic 
and multiple lanes make crossing the street difficult.  For those 
with special mobility challenges, it can be almost impossible to 
cross safely.

47th Street is an important regional connection for cyclists, and 
a destination in its own right, but today cyclists on 47th Street 
must navigate with fast moving cars in traffic.  While some side 
streets are well used for bikiong, it can be challenging for cyclists 
to cross 47th Street as well.

Community members have expressed a desirable to make 47th 
Street more walkable, bikeable, and transit friendly.  Today, the 
speed and proximity of traffic next to sidewalks detracts from 
the walking experience.  There are no spaces for cyclists outside 
of traffic.  There are no shelters, benches, or other amenities to 
support  transit users in the corridor.

As new restaurants and businesses open, and new investment 
continues in the corridor, the number of visitors continues to 
grow.  For those who drive, finding a place to park that is 
convenient and accessible to their destination can become an 
increasing challenge.

In basic terms, community members have expressed a desire for 
47th Street that is safe, inviting, and comfortable because such 
a street would enhance the livability of their community.  This 
encompasses many elements that impact how a person 
experiences a street (landscaping, lighting, wayfinding, etc.)

A 47th Street that is active and thriving serves as an amenity to 
surrounding neighborhoods and strengthens the community.  
Improvements that support businesses and community activities 
support the vision for a more vital 47th Street corridor.

When they are busy, the intersections at 47th and Mission and 
at 47th and Rainbow do not always function as smoothly as they 
could.  Changes in the number of lanes, and between  drive lanes 
and turn lanes add to the confusion.  Drivers turning in and out 
of business driveways and parking areas can further complicate 
traffic movements in the corridor. 

There are some places on 47th Street itself, and on the surrounding 
neighborhood streets, where sidewalks are missing.  In other 
locations, sidewalks on 47th Street are narrow and located close 
to fast moving traffic.

What issues are most 
important to you?

What’s missing?

Traffic Speed Traffic Operations Sidewalk Connections

Pedestrian Crossings Accommodating All Users Parking

Bicycle Safety Safe, Inviting, & Comfortable Active & Business Friendly

Previous planning efforts highlight some common 
themes for improvements to the 47th Street corridor.  
Many of these themes were also front and center 
during the September 2017 Walk and Talk event 
where community members shared their first hand 
impressions and experiences.
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