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Our Mission
Our mission is to be the
unified voice for active living,
promoting a healthy, safe &
accessible outdoor experience
for all in a vibrant, engaged
community.
BikeWalkKC is a member-supported 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization that works to make Greater Kansas City a safer
and more accessible place to walk, bicycle, live, work, and play.
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Our Vision
BikeWalkKC envisions a metro area where:
• All local governments actively
encourage walking and biking for
transportation.

• Law enforcement ensures
the safety of pedestrians and
bicyclists.

• Residents are provided a network
of streets that are designed, not
just for the purpose of moving
cars, but serving people.

• All residents are well-informed
on the matters of walking and
biking safety and benefits.

• A culture of active transportation
creates a virtuous cycle of health
and well-being.
• Walkability first is designed into
our communities.
• Transportation options are
abundant, especially for those
who have limited mobility and
low wealth.
• Any student has the choice to
walk or bike to school.

• Local governments routinely
evaluate the walkability
and bikeability of their built
environment.
• Active transportation is
provided to those who are most
dependent on alternatives to the
car.
• Outdoor recreational
opportunities are abundant via
complete streets, trails and parks.
• Walking and biking are
integrated into the daily lives of
all metro residents.
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Importance
to Kansas City
Safety

Health and Physical Activity

“Complete Streets” enhance safety for all
road users through traffic calming. Bikes,
pedestrians, and drivers are all safer. The
best thing we can do for traffic safety in our
neighborhoods is slow down cars and design
for the pedestrian.

Literature on the subject of how the built
environment affects personal behavior
indicates that we are unhealthy, in part,
because physical activity is engineered out of
our lives. Kansas Citians are well above average
for rates of obesity, type 2 diabetes, and rates
of inactivity. KCMO must provide better access
to active living. Bikes should be part of a larger
strategy to get us healthy and fit.

Transportation Access and Mobility
Driving is a luxury that not everyone
can afford. We must invest in alternative
transportation to provide job access to those
who can’t afford to drive. Improving biking and
walking for those with limited access to a car
will go a long way to connecting them to the
existing public transit network.

Unmet Demand for Bike Facilities
Many people — up to 45% by some studies
— are interested in biking for leisure or
transportation but feel unsafe. These average
folks need infrastructure like protected bike
lanes to increase comfort.

Economics
Houses near trails sell quicker and for higher
prices than the same houses away from trails.
Retail spaces in walkable neighborhoods fetch
higher rents than those in more car-dependent
areas. Storefront businesses receive more
business in areas that are easily accessible by
foot or by bike.
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A New Generation of Professionals
Demands Walkability
We can’t be the entrepreneurial hub we
wish for without being a place where people
want to live. Building walkable communities
is necessary for us to be a place where the
current generation of young professionals
want to be.

Environment
The greenest cities in the world are ones
where people are less dependent on personal
automobiles. These cities require less parking
and emit lower amounts of greenhouse
gases. Complete or Livable Streets can also
incorporate trees and other elements that
reduce stormwater runoff and mitigate the
urban heat island effect.

Our Work
Advocacy programs work with
local governments to improve
policies and build sidewalks, trails,
crosswalks, bike lanes, and more.
• Complete KC: Our newest campaign
to redesign our streets for people of all
ages and abilities.
• Safe Streets KC: Our successful
campaign to pass new laws to reduce
street harassment.
• Safe Routes to School: Our program
to work with neighborhoods to make it
safer for kids to walk and bike to school.

Education programs give people
knowledge and skills to walk and
bicycle safely and confidently for
transportation, recreation, and
fitness.
• Youth Education: Our in-school program
teaching kids bike safety and traffic
skills.
• Adult Education: Our range of programs
teaching adults confident cycling skills
and planners better street design.

Events promote a culture change
that puts biking and walking into
people’s daily lives.
• Tour de Bier KC: A historic brewery ride
throughout Kansas City with an end
party at Knucklehead’s Saloon. Join us
May 17, 2015.
• Tweed Ride: A vintage-inspired bicycle
ride through the Historic Northeast. Join
us Fall 2015.
• Women’s Bike Summit: An annual
educational summit providing
encouragement and networking
opportunities for female bicyclists in
Kansas City.
• Handlebar Happy Hour: A monthly
gathering at a local establishment to
ride bikes and talk about neighborhood
bicycling and walking concerns.

Bike sharing gives more people
access to bicycles throughout
Kansas City and gets more bikes on
the streets.
• BikeWalkKC operates Kansas City’s
bike share system, Kansas City B-cycle.
We are the only advocate-owned bike
sharing system in the country.

For more information, about BikeWalkKC, visit BikeWalkKC.org
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Policy Framework
In order to lay the groundwork for the routine accommodation
of walking and biking into the built environment, BikeWalkKC
recommends that the city adopts policy that reflects the
following concepts:
• Livable Streets Policy Update: Our
current “Livable Streets” policy has no
clear path toward implementation. While
this is a great step forward, more must be
done to make our streets truly “livable”.
A necessary next step is the adoption of
livable streets design guidelines.
• Update and Implement KCMO’s
Walkability Plan: The 2003 walkability
plan has never truly been implemented.
The plan should reflect the common goals
of the city’s Area Plans, including:
— End the “beg button” in areas
identified by the walkability plan
— Adopt a crosswalk marking policy
that is consistent with national best
practices for walkable communities
— Adopt a new standard of street
performance within the walkability
plan. The current default is auto traffic
delay at intersections (Level of Service)
• Transportation Studies: Currently capital
improvements, new developments, and
street redesigns are evaluated with traffic
studies that measure the effects on
vehicular traffic only. KCMO must evaluate
our streets based on their ability to serve
all modes of transportation.
• Pedestrian Level of Service: Streets
should first be places where it is safe and
comfortable to walk. When transportation
studies are conducted, the streets ability
to serve pedestrians should be prioritized.
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• Evaluate all streets on the Resurfacing
Plan: Use routine street resurfacing as
an opportunity to update the street to
today’s needs. Conduct transportation
studies to determine what can be done
with restriping to increase the Pedestrian
Level of Service.
• BikeKC Implementation: As streets on
BikeKC are resurfaced, Road Diets should
be prioritized in order to install the highest
degree of protected bike lane. Balance
long-term strategy of the bike plan with
short-term opportunity.
• Transparency in Capital Improvements:
All street improvements should be
planned, engineered, and implemented
in a transparent manner. All street
improvements should be vetted by the
KCMO Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory
Committee.
• Development Code: New development
should be reviewed based on its impact
on walkability and bikeability. Additionally,
the bike parking requirements should be
updated.
• Expand the “Road Diet” Resolution: All
streets should be evaluated for Road
Diets. A list of streets deemed eligible for
lane reductions should be placed on a
plan to be redesigned as soon as they are
resurfaced.

2020 Priority Projects
The following is a list of specific projects that
BikeWalkKC believes should be the top priorities
for implementation by 2020.
Walkability Needs
• End the beg-button in areas identified by
Walkability Plan
• Pilot the city’s Development Code
Pedestrian Overlay
• Adopt a new sidewalk closure policy
to maintain pedestrian access during
construction

On-Street Bikeways
• Uninterrupted protected bikeway
connecting River Market to Brush Creek
• Protected bike lanes on the entire length
of Paseo
• Upgrade the Armour Sharrows to
protected bike lanes
• Extend the Chouteau Boulevard
bike lanes to the Antioch Center
redevelopment
• Extend the North Oak bike lanes to
connect with the Vivion Road Trail

Off-Street Trails
• Open the Missouri River levees to trail
development similar to other what other
cities did years ago
• Extend the new Chouteau Boulevard Trail
to the Antioch Center redevelopment
• Complete the connection between the
Brush Creek Trail and the Blue River Trail
• Build missing segments of the Blue River
Trail between Brush Creek and Indian
Creek
• Connect Trolley Track Trail to Indian
Creek Trail
• Continuing extending the Line Creek,
Vivion, and Shoal Creek Trails
• Connect the Little Blue Trace Trail with
Longview Lake
• Connect Zona Rosa and Maplewoods
Community College via the 152 Trail
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ECONOMIC

in residental rentals along
pedestrian / bicycle paths

SAFETY

in street injuries
for all users

in sidewalk riding

Biking
consumers
spend
commerical
vacancies

per month

in pedestrian injuries

in injuries for bike riders

in retail sales

Contact
Eric Rogers
Executive Director and Co-founder
eric.rogers@bikewalkkc.org
Eric Bunch
Director of Education and Co-founder
eric.bunch@bikewalkkc.org
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BikeWalkKC.org
@BikeWalkKC
/BikeWalkKC

